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The  School  Medical  Service  in  relation  to 
The  Public  Elementary  Schools,  1939. 


At  31st  March,  1939 


Total 

Number  of  Schools  : — 

Accommo¬ 

dation 

Average 

Attendance 

(a) 

Council  Schools — Elementary  ... 

. 14 

6616 

4391 

(b) 

Non-provided  Schools  . 

.  8 

1918 

1334 

Total  . . 

. 22 

8534 

5725 

Numbei*  of  Children  on  Books  |  under  5  years  of  age  .  372 

(31st  March,  1939)  (  5  years  and  over  .  6271 

Total  .  6643 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (1938-39)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ;£2139 

Gross  Cost  of  School  Medical  Service  (year  ending  3 1  st  Mar. ,  1 939)  £427 1 

Amount  received  in  Government  Grant  ....  ....  ....  ....  £1928 

Parents’  Payment  for  treatment  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £415 

Net  Cost  on  the  Rates  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £1928 


I.— STAFF 

School  Medical  Officer  :  E.  H.  WatkKR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  : 

Barbara  M.  Knight,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

T.  P.  Sewelt,  M.B,.  Ch.B,,  D.P.H.  (On  Military  Service  from  9th, 

October,  1939.) 

Dental  Officer :  R.  Bradbury,  L.D.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officer  :  Miss  A.  M.  Paterson,  L.D.S.  (from  September 

1939). 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (part  time)  :  H.  V.  White,  M.C.,  M.D. 

Aural  Surgeon  (part  time)  : 

E.  S.  Burt  Hamieton,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.  B.,  F.R.C.S.Ed. 

Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  :  Harry  Peatt,  M.D.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

School  Nurses  :  Miss  Carberry,  State  Registered  Nurse. 

Miss  Miene,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife.  Certificates 
of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination 
Board;  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 

Miss  CooMBES,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife. 

Miss  A.  Parry,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife,  Health 
Visitors’  Certificate. 

Miss  F.  Garner,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife,  Health 
Visitors’  Certificate. 

MissN.  B.  Dyson,  State  Registered  Nurse,  Certified  Midwife,  Health 
Visitors’  Certificate. 

Dental  Attendant  :  Miss  H.  A.  Hallewell,  (from  September,  1939). 

Masseuse  :  Miss  H.  E.  Cowan,  C.S.M.M.G. 

Clerks  :  Miss  M.  W.  Hewitt,  Miss  S.  A.  Chambers. 

Dental  Section:  Miss  M.  U.  Spargo.  (Resigned  June,  1939). 

Miss  O.  Towers,  (from  July,  1939). 
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2.— CO-ORDINATION  OF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  WORK  WITH  THAT 

OF  OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(a)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare. 

Co-ordination  with  the  infant  and  child  welfare  services  of  the  Council, 
which  has  been  prominent  throughout  the  development  of  both  services 
proved  especially  valuable  during  the  period  of  evacuation. 

(b)  Nursery  Classes. 

Nursery  Classes  at  Trafford  Park,  at  Lostock  and  at  Corse  Hill  Schools, 
and  a  class  for  children  under  five  years  of  age  at  Seymour  Park  School, 
were  held  until  the  end  of  August. 

A  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Nursery  Classes  at  Stretford  Road 
Infants’,  Seymour  Park  and  Moss  Park  Schools,  is  now  before  the  Board  of 
Education.  It  is  hoped  that  next  year  these  further  welcome  amenities  to 
schools  will  have  been  put  into  operation. 

(c)  The  Care  of  Debilitated  Children  under  School  Age. 

During  1939,  155  children  of  pre-school  age  were  examined  at  the  School 
Clinics.  Of  these,  56  received  treatment  for  minor  ailments,  64  received 
dental  treatment,  17  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  21 
received  operative  treatment  for  tonsils  and  adenoids.  Thirty-four  children 
below  school  age  were  examined  by  the  Ophthalmic  Specialist  and  31  were 
referred  to  the  Aural  Specialist.  Sixty-six  pre-school  children  made  590 
attendances  at  the  Remedial  Exercise  Clinic. 

The  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  Old' Trafford  is  proving  an  excellent  adjunct 
to  the  school  medical  service.  Similar  clinics  were  to  have  been  established 
in  the  new  Health  Centres  at  Stretford  but  this  project  was  prevented  by 
the  outbreak  of  war. 

3.— TEACHING  OF  MOTHERCRAFT. 

Courses  of  instruction  in  Mothercraft  were  successfully  given  to  the 
Senior  girls  in  five  of  the  schools  (Stretford  Senior  Girls,  Old  Trafford 
Senior  Girls,  Gorse  Park,  Trafford  Park,  St.  Antony’s).  The  School  Nurses, 
who  are  also  Health  Visitors,  co-operated  with  the  teachers  in  arranging  the 
syllabus  and  the  lessons  were  given  by  the  teachers  and  by  two  of  the 
School  Nurses. 

The  practical  work  included  visits  to  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  small 
groups  of  girls  attending  at  the  routine  sessions  each  week.  Mothers 
assisted  by  bringing  babies  and  toddlers  to  the  schools.  Films  illustrating 
the  care  of  the  infant  were  shown  in  the  schools. 
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Examinations  in  Mothercraft  were  held  in  the  schools  in  April,  1939, 
and  on  the  results  three  prizes  and  eight  certificates  were  awarded  and 
presented  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Education  Committee.  Children 
from  five  schools  entered  for  the  Rhondda  Mothercraft  Competition. 


4.— MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(a)  Age  Croups  of  the  Children  Inspected. 

Medical  inspection  of  all  children  in  Public  Elementary  Schools  is 
carried  out  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  twelve  months  following  : — 

(a)  their  first  admission  to  Public  Elementary  Schools,  and 

(b)  their  attaining  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 

(c)  their  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

The  Board’s  Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection  has  been  followed,  except 
for  the  exclusion  of  weights  and  measurements. 

The  routine  medical  inspections  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  :  Dr.  Barbara  M.  Knight  and  Dr.  T.  P.  Sewell. 

Each  school  was  visited  once  and  four  schools  were  revisited  before  the 
midsummer  holidays  for  the  purpose  of  routine  medical  inspection.  1,279 
children  were  examined  in  the  three  “  code  ”  groups  and  182  “  other  routine 
inspections  ”  were  also  made. 


5.— FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(a)  Uncleanliness. 

At  the  routine  inspections  12  children  were  found  with  vermin  or  with 
nits  in  the  head.  At  the  67  special  inspections  made  by  the  School  Nurses 
for  this  purpose,  11  boys  out  of  4.609  examined,  and  437  out  of  5,551  girls, 
showed  evidence  of  infestation  with  nits  or  vermin.  Uncleanliness  of  the 
body  or  clothing  was  noted  in  7  boys.  The  number  of  individual  children 
found  to  be  unclean  was  177. 

Teachers  have  maintained  their  interest  and  assistance  towards  improv¬ 
ing  the  standard  of  cleanliness. 
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(b)  Minor  Ailments. 

The  table  which  has  appeared  in  previous  reports,  showing  the  number 
and  type  of  defects  found  at  medical  inspections,  both  routine  and  special, 
is  not  required  this  year  by  the  Board  of  Education.  The  records  have  been 
kept  and  are  available  for  comparison  but  only  cover  the  period  up  to  the 
summar  vacation. 

(c)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

Thirty  children  were  noted  at  routine  inspections  to  require  operative 
treatment  and  132  at  special  inspections.  Of  the  latter,  14  were  referred 
by  private  medical  practitioners  for  early  treatment.  Cases  referred  for 
observation  or  non-operative  treatment  numbered  93  at  routine  inspections 
and  53  at  special  inspections. 

(d)  Tuberculosis. 

NEW  CASES  OE  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  CHILDREN  OE  SCHOOL 
AND  PRE-SCHOOL  AGE  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under 
the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930,  during  the  year  ended 
December,  1939. 


Notified  by 

Nature 

Pulmonary 

of  Case 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

School  Medical  Officer  . 

-  ■ 

1 

- - 

1 

Medical  Officers  of  Institutions 

— • 

— • 

2 

3 

5 

General  Practitioners  . 

1 

— • 

2 

— 

3 

Tuberculosis  Officer . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Transferred  from  other  areas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Total  . 

1 

— 

5 

3 

9 

6.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Twenty-nine  school  children  were  notified  during  1939  to  be  suffering 
from  diphtheria,  as  compared  with  67  in  1938  and  63  in  1937.  Notifications 
of  scarlet  fever  among  school  children  were  55  in  1939  compared  with  123 
in  1938  and  62  in  1937.  In  comparing  these  figures  it  will,  of  course,  be 
remembered  that  approximately  5,487  children  were  evacuated  at  the  end 
of  August,  1939. 

The  inspection  of  contacts,  the  detection  of  carriers,”  the  exclusion  of 
individual  children  from  school  and  the  home  visiting  of  absentees  who  may 
be  sources  of  infection,  are  routine  methods  adopted  in  control  of  outbreaks 
of  diphtheria  amongst  children  attending  school. 
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Forty  swabs  were  taken,  as  a  result  of  which  “  4  carriers  ”  were 
detected.  Virulence  tests  were  positive  in  three  cases  and  the  patients  were 
transferred  to  hospital. 


ImmunisaHon  Against  Diphtheria. 

Immunisation  has  for  several  years  been  carried  out  by  the  medical 
officers  in  the  capacity  of  public  health  officers,  at  the  School  Clinics  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  All  expenditure  on  materials  incurred  is  met  by  the 
Health  Committee  of  the  Council. 

During  the  year,  264  children  have  been  immunised,  each  child  norm^ally 
receiving  three  injections  at  intervals  of  not  less  than  a  week. 

In  addition  291  children  previously  immunised  have  been  given  one 
further  protective  injection  during  the  year. 


7.— FOLLOWING  UP. 

Home  visits  by  the  School  Nurses  establish  contact  with  the  parents 
and  ensure  the  useful  co-operation  of  all  responsible  for  the  care  of  the 
school  child.  From  an  educational  point  of  view,  these  visits  provide  valuable 
opportunities  for  explaining  the  necessity  of  continued  treatment. 

Parents  are  helped  to  realise  how  much  assistance  is  available  for  the 
successful  bringing-up  of  their  children.  In  the  case  of  uncleanliness, 
contact  with  the  home  and  sympathetic  understanding  of  domestic  difficulties 
is  essential  to  successful  treatment. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  school  nurses  during  1939  to 
homes  of  school  children  was  819  as  compared  with  546  visits  in  1938. 

The  increase  is  largely  due  to  the  closure  of  the  schools  from  the  end  of 
August,  necessitating  many  enquiries  and  attempts  to  maintain  supervision 
of  school  children  remaining  in  the  area. 


INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AMONG  CHILDREN  ATTENDING  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

1939 
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Ages 

School  Years 

Gorse  Kill  Council  ... 

Victoria  Park  Council 

Seymour  Park  Council  ...1 

! 

Trafford  Park  Council 

St.  Alphonsus  R.C.  ... 

Stretford  Senior  Girls 

Moss  Park  Council  ... 

St.  Anne’s  R.C. 

Lostock 

St.  Anthony’s  R.C.  ... 

St.  Matthew’s 

Stretford  Senior  Boys 

Grammar  School 

Open  Air  School 

Deaf  School  ... 

Schools  outside  the  district... 

Old  Trafford  Senior  Boys  ... 

St.  Bride’s 

Totals 

I 
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Total  diphtheria  cases  notified  :  Under  School  Age 

School  Age 
Over  School  Age 
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8.— MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

(a)  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the  minor 
ailments  treated  at  the  three  School  Clinics,  which  were  maintained  during 
the  whole  of  the  year. 

MINOR  AILMENTS  TREATMENT  CLINICS. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  Ended 

31st  December,  1939. 


Old  Trafford 
Clinic 

Trafford  Park 
Clinic 

Stretford  Clinic 

Treated 

Cuied 

Treated 

Cured 

Treated 

Cured 

Skin  : 

Ringworm-Body  .... 

2 

2 

1 

Scabies  . 

16 

14 

10 

10 

2 

2 

Impetigo  . 

77 

77 

29 

29 

29 

25 

Other  skin  diseases 

47 

47 

34 

29 

24 

20 

External  Eye 
Disease . 

48 

47 

19 

19 

18 

18 

Minor  Ear  Defects  : 
Ear  discharge,  wax 

64 

53 

13 

27 

14 

Misceeeaneous  : 
e.g.,  minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  chil¬ 
blains,  etc . 

328 

317 

238 

221 

103 

99 

Total  . 

582 

1 

557 

350 

321 

203 

178 

Total  No.  of 

Attendances  . 

§ 

2357 

1042 

360 

(b)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

No  child  is  submitted  for  operation  without  a  period  of  careful  observa¬ 
tion,  and  every  child  is  examined  by  the  Aural  Surgeon,  who  finally  decides 
as  to  the  necessity  for  operation. 

The  whole  of  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Education  in 
1923  and  1937 ,  as  essential  in  a  satisfactory  scheme  for  the  operative  treat¬ 
ment  of  chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids  have  been  adopted. 
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As  from  1st  April,  1939,  each  child  is  kept  in  hospital  for  two  nights 
after  operation,  and  all  patients,  after  operation,  are  taken  home  by 
ambulance,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  school  nurses.  No  charge  is  made 
by  the  Corporation  to  the  Education  Authority  or  to  the  parents  for  the 
Ambulance  Service. 

The  number  of  operations  provided  for  in  the  scheme  has  remained  for 
several  years  at  140  per  annum,  and  the  Board’s  approval  would  be  required 
to  any  extension  of  the  scheme. 


(c)  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  statement  is  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  G.  Jessel,  the  Consul¬ 
tant  Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  whose  valued 
assistance  is  at  all  times  available. 


Treatment  Received  During  the  Year  1939  by  Tuberculous 
Children  Residing  in  the  Borough  of  Stretford. 


Admitted  to  Sanatoria 

Admitted  to  Pulmonary  Hospitals 

Admitted  to  General  or  Special  Hospital 

Granted  Light  ”  Treatment  at  the  Eccles  Dispensary... 

X-Ray  Examination 

Dispensary  Supervision  or  Dispensary  Treatment 

Dispensary  Supervision  or  Treatment  with  provision  of  special 
nourishment  ... 

Under  Supervision  on  31st  December,  1939  ... 


Children. 

2 

3 

4 
10 
23 

3 

25 


The  25  cases  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  :  — 
Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •.•  •••  •••  •••  2 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  •••  •••  23 

Cases  taken  off  the  Register  as  “  Recovered  ”...  ...  ...  .••  2 

(d)  Skin  Diseases. 

No  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  were  under  treatment  during  the  year. 


There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  impetigo  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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(e)  Vision. 

312  children  were  examined  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  Of  these  186 
were  new  cases  and  126  were  re-examinations.  Spectacles  were  prescribed 
for  177  children. 

The  number  of  clinic  sessions  attended  by  the  Eye  Specialist  was  29 
during  the  calendar  year.  312  children  made  399  attendances.  In  addition 
to  these  25  children  attending  County  Schools  in  the  Borough  were  referred 
by  the  County  School  Medical  Officer.  One  of  the  29  sessions  was  specially 
arranged  for  County  School  pupils. 

Parents  of  60  children  have  taken  advantage  of  the  arrangements  made 
for  payment  for  spectacles  by  instalments.  In  11  necessitous  cases  glasses 
were  supplied  by  the  Authority  without  charge  to  the  parents. 

The  number  of  new  cases  examined  by  the  Eye  Specialist  was  186  whilst 
at  medical  inspections  89  children  were  found  to  have  defective  vision. 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  continue  Orthoptic  treatment  during  the 
period  after  the  midsummer  holiday. 


Ages  of  Children  Referred  for  Treatment 

FOR  Squint. 


Ages,  years 

und. 

one 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

.0 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Number  of  children 
examined,  1939 

2 

4 

10 

10 

9 

9 

10 

12 

10 

3 

7 

10 

2 

1 

99 

New  Cases 

examined,  1939 

2 

— 

2 

7 

4 

4 

o 

4 

3 

4 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

38 

Ages  at  first  atten¬ 
dance  of  those  re¬ 
examined  in  1939 

1 

5 

11 

1 

6 

6 

9 

9 

. 

3 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

62 

Of  the  99  children  examined  on  account  of  squint,  23  were  already 
wearing  glasses.  Spectacles  were  first  ordered  in  1939  for  10  children. 
Orthoptic  treatment  is  not  practicable  until  the  error  of  refraction  has  been 
corrected,  nor  in  the  case  of  children  under  5  or  6  years  of  age. 
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TABLE  showing  defects  found  amongst  cases  examined  by  the 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 


New  Cases 

Old  Cases 

Defect 

Number 

Examined 

Number  of 
Cases  of 
Squint 

Number  Re¬ 
examined 

Number  of 
Cases  of 
Squint 

Hypermetropia  ... 

22 

9 

16 

10 

Myopia  ... 

20 

— 

12 

2 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ... 

8 

3 

8 

7 

Myopic  Astigmatism  ... 
Compound  Hypermetropic 

8 

■ 

3 

1 

Astigmatism ... 

43 

17 

41 

21 

Mixed  Astigmatism 

26 

1 

12 

— 

Emmetropia 

24 

2 

6 

4 

Congenital  Strabismus... 

4 

5 

10 

10 

Compound  Myopic  Astigmatism 

13 

— 

12 

4 

Post  Polar  Cataract  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Blepharospasm 

1 

— 

— 

— ' 

Lachrymal  Obstruction 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Blepharitis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Cut  Conjunctiva 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nystagmus 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Convergent  Squint 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Papilloma 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Corneal  Ulcer 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Conjunctivitis  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Alternating  Con.  Strabismus  ... 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Discharging  Eye 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

186 

38 

126 

62 

(g)  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. 

152  children  made  199  attendances  at  the  Special  Ear  Clinic  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  treatment  by  the  Consultant  Aural  Surgeon.  11  Clinic  sessions  were 
held  for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 

The  Audiometer  Gramophone. 

During  1939  the  hearing  of  19  children  has  been  tested  by  the  Audio¬ 
meter  Gramophone.  This  number  includes  8  who  were  re-tested  after  treat¬ 
ment.  All  were  children  referred  for  advice  on  account  of  ear  discharge 
from  one  or  both  ears  or  because  they  were  reported  by  parents  or  teachers 
to  have  defective  hearing. 

Of  the  8  children  re-tested,  7  shewed  improvement  following  operative 
or  other  treatment  and  1  remained  unchanged. 
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Origin  of  Cases  Referred  to  Clinics. 

Sent  by  Parents 

„  Medical  Practitioners  ... 

„  School  Medical  Officer  ... 

Teachers 

„  School  Nurses  ... 

„  Child  Welfare  Centres 

„  School  Attendance  Officers 
„  Hospital  Medical  Officers 

,,  Dental  Officer  ... 


1330 

64 

141 

138 

no 

11 

156 

25 

2 


(h)  Report  of  the  School  Dental  Officer. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth  Annual  Dental  Report. 

This  has  been  an  exceptional  year  for  the  dental  service,  firstly  in  that 
an  additional  Dental  Surgeon  was  appointed  in  the  person  of  Miss  A.  M. 
Paterson,  and  secondly  owing  to  the  disruption  of  the  service  caused  by  the 
evacuation. 

In  August  the  Mitford  Street  Clinic  was  opened  of  which  the  new 
Dental  Clinic  is  part.  These  premises  were  specially  designed  for  their 
purpose  and  we  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  construction.  The 
equipment  is  new  and  modern  and  whilst  not  being  lavish  includes  all  that 
that  dental  science  can  offer  for  carrying  out  a  high  standard  of  painless 
dentistry. 

When  the  evacuation  took  place  it  was  clear  to  us  that  our  duty  lay 
in  following  our  patients  into  the  reception  areas.  Though  the  Receiving 
Authority  were  responsible  for  the  health  of  our  children  it  was  felt  that 
the  children  were  used  to  us  and  our  methods,  and  it  would  be  far  better 
if  we  could  continue  to  treat  them.  With  this  in  mind  we  approached  the 
Receiving  Authority  and  found  them  most  willing,  not  only  to  allow  us  to 
carry  out  our  scheme  but  to  loan  to  us  some  dental  equipment  and  arranging, 
whenever  possible,  premises  in  which  we  could  work.  It  was  necessary  to 
spend  £34  only  to  make  up  two  transportable  outfits  for  use  in  country 
districts  which  could  not  otherwise  be  provided  for. 

A  delicate  point  arose  in  obtaining  permission  for  treatment.  The  Board 
of  Education  circular  No.  1485  stated  in  effect  that  if  a  child  had  received 
treatment  previously,  it  could  be  assumed  that  permission  for  the  present 
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treatment  was  obtained.  Our  experience,  however,  proved  that  the  written 
consent  of  the  parent  of  a  child  needing  treatment  was  required  by  the 
“  foster  parent.”  Though  this  involved  extra  clerical  work  we  believe  that 
the  parents  have  appreciated  this  attitude  recognising  their  authority  over 
their  children  even  as  under  the  conditions  of  evacuation. 

In  two  reception  areas,  Lymm  and  Macclesfield,  clinics  have  been  used 
for  treatment  but  usually  the  work  was  carried  out  in  an  empty  classroom 
and  occasionally  even  in  a  cloakroom^.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties  we  have 
managed  to  carry  out  treatment  reasonably  efficiently. 

No  general  anaesthetics  have  been  administered  in  the  reception  areas, 
regional  local  anaesthesia  being  used  for  all  inflammatory  conditions  requiring 
extraction. 

Since  the  evacuation  the  Old  Trafford  Clinic  has  been  opened  for  three 
mornings  per  week  for  the  treatment  of  those  children  who  were  not 
evacuated  and  for  those  who  returned. 

R.  BRADBURY,  Dental  Officer. 


(i)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

68  attendances  were  made  by  44  children  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  the 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  for  examination  by  Mr.  Platt,  F.R.C.S.,  Consul¬ 
tant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  under  the  Authority’s  scheme. 


A. — Orthopedic  Defects. 

Congenital  Deformities — Feet 

Spine  ... 

Wry  Neck 
Anomalies 

Rickets 

Postural  Defects  ... 

Spastic  Paralysis  ... 

Injuries 

Miscellaneous 


7 

2 

4 

1 

3 
6 

4 
10 

7 


Total  ... 


44 


B. — Orthopedic  Treatment  Recommended. 

Operation 

Surgical  Appliances,  Plaster,  etc.... 

Massage  and  Remedial  Exercises 
Supervision 


8 

10 

20 

10 
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PATIENTS  UNDER  TREATMENT  AT  BIDDULPH  GRANGE 
ORTHOPAEDIC  HOSPITAL  DURING  1939. 

During  the  year,  Stretford  patients  under  treatment  at  the  Biddulph 
Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  were  : — 

1.  A  boy  aged  14  years,  admitted  in  January,  1935,  with  fragilitas 
ossium.  The  value  of  combined  hospital  treatment  and  education  in 
this  case  was  discussed  in  the  report  for  1938. 

2.  A  girl,  who  had  been  under  orthopaedic  treatment  at  a  Man¬ 
chester  hospital  since  October,  1928,  for  a  severe  type  of  spinal  curvature 
due  to  infantile  paralysis  at  the  age  of  3  years,  was  admitted  to  Biddulph 
in  May,  1936,  when  12  years  old.  This  patient  died  in  February,  1939. 

3.  A  girl  admitted  in  March,  1938,  at  the  age  of  13  years  on 
account  of  infantile  paralysis  at  3  years  of  age.  Previous  to  treatment 
at  Biddulph  she  walked  very  badly  with  the  aid  of  iron  splints.  She  was 
discharged  in  April,  1939,  able  to  walk  without  appliances. 

4.  A  boy  with  claw  feet  admitted  in  October,  1938,  received 
operative  treatment  and  was  discharged  in  May,  1939.  He  has  since 
been  accepted  as  an  apprentice  tool-maker  in  a  large  industrial  works. 

5.  A  girl  aged  13  years  was  admitted  on  31st,  March,  1939, 
suffering  from  severe  spinal  curvature.  She  had  a  series  of  plaster 
jackets  to  reduce  the  deformity.  In  May,  1939,  she  was  transferred  to 
the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  as  her  parents  had  removed  into 
Manchester.  The  parents  removed  back  into  Stretford  and  the  girl 
was  readmitted  to  Biddulph  on  1st  September,  1939.  She  was  still  in 
hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

i 

6.  A  boy  aged  11  years  was  admitted  on  27th  October,  1939,  for 
correction  of  deformities  of  the  hands  (webbed  fingers).  He  was  in 
the  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

7.  A  girl  aged  8  years  was  admitted  on  23rd  November,  1939. 
She  had  never  walked  by  herself  owing  to  a  form  of  paralysis  which  had 
been  present  from  birth.  She  had  been  under  orthopaedic  treatment  and 
supervision  since  the  age  of  2  years. 

8.  A  girl  aged  5  years  was  admitted  to  Biddulph  on  1st  December, 
1939,  for  treatment  of  a  deformity  of  the  right  great  toe. 

9.  A  girl  aged  11  years  was  admitted  on  14th  December,  1939, 
suffering  from  spastic  paralysis  causing  claw  feet  and  great  difficulty 
in  walking. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  six  Stretford  patients  in  the  hospital 
and  no  child  was  waiting  for  admission. 
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Orfhopaedic  After-care  and  Remedial  Exercises  Clinic. 

Date  of  commencement  of  Clinic  ... 

Number  receiving  treatment  on  that  date  ... 

Number  receiving  treatment,  1st  January,  1939  ... 

Number  receiving  treatment,  31st  December,  1939... 

^Individual  children  treated  during  year  1939 
-Number  of  attendances  made  for  treatment  during  1939 
Number  of  treatments  given  during  1939  ... 

Average  attendance  per  session  during  1939 

*  Includes  66  children  of  pre-school  age. 

-  Includes  590  attendances  by  children  of  pre-school  age. 


6th  May,  1927 
6 
31 
17 
115 
1212 
1613 
13 


Number  and  Type  of  Cases  Treated  at  Remedial  Exercises 

and  After  Care  Clinics. 


Defect 

Number  of  Treatments  given 

No.  of 
Cases 

Massage 

and 

Joint 

Movements 

Remedial 

Exercises 

Electrical 

Flat  Feet  . 

28 

283 

137 

Postural  Defects . 

19 

254 

— 

Club  Feet . 

a 

1 16 

Polio-myelitis  . 

8 

120 

73 

27 

Spastic  Paralysis 

6 

47 

12 

— 

TCnoek  TCnees  . 

21 

238 

Bowlegs  . 

12 

116 

Other  Conditions 

15 

190 

— 

— 

115 

1110 

476 

27 

REPORT  OF  THE  MASSEUSE  IN  CHARGE. 

Despite  the  evacuation  of  school  children  and  pre-school  children  the 
clinic  has  remained  open  and  the  attendances,  although  far  below  normal, 
have  been  quite  good. 

All  the  pre-school  children  who  have  attended  regularly,  mostly  suffering 
from  bow-legs  and  knock-knees,  are  making  good  progress.  One  particularly 
severe  case  of  bow  legs,  due  to  rickets,  was  admitted  to  the  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary  for  manual  correction  and  plaster  and  he  is  now  walking 
and  the  deformity  is  completely  corrected. 

A  girl,  with  infantile  paralysis  of  many  years  duration,  has  been 
attending  the  clinic  for  exercises.  She  has  now  left  school  and  has  started 
work. 


H.  ELIZABETH  COWAN,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E. 
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Treatment  of  Children  of  Pre-School  Age. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  treatment  of  children  below  school 
age,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 


Children. 

Attendances. 

Inspection  Clinic 

99 

132 

Minor  Ailments  Treatment  Clinic 

56 

132 

Dental  Treatment  Clinic  ... 

61 

90 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  ... 

17 

33 

Remedial  Exercises  and  Massage  ... 

66 

590 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  :  Operations 

21 

— 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  ... 

34 

66 

Aural  Clinic  ... 

31 

41 

77  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 

from  the  Child 

Welfare  Centres 

were  referred  to  the  Dental  Clinic  and  77  received  treatment. 
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9.~0PEN-AIR  EDUCATION. 

(a)  School  Camps. 

There  are  no  organised  arrangements  for  School  Camps  for  Elementary 
School  children. 

Under  arrangements  approved  by  the  Board  of  Education,  117  selected 
children  from  elementary  schools  were  sent  to  the  Evening  Chronicle  ” 
‘‘  Cinderella  Eund’s  Sunshine  Holiday  Home,  Rossall. 

This  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  school  children,  but 
there  is  still  need  for  something  tangible  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  school 
camps. 

(b)  Day  Opers-Air  Schaol. 

The  continued  success  of  the  Open-Air  School  in  the  rehabilitation  of 
delicate  and  nervous  children  has  been  discussed  in  previous  reports.  Special 
difficulties  were  encountered  in  the  evacuation  of  some  of  these  handicapped 
children. 

Condition  on  Admission  of  Children  in  Attendance  at  the  Open-Air 


School,  January  to  August,  1939. 

Delicate:  Malnutrition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Otitis  Media  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  and  Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cervical  Adenitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Minor  Epilepsy  and  Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Debility  after  Operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Debility  after  Empyema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Debility  after  Accident  ...  ,. .  ...  ...  ...  1 

Debility  after  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nervous  instability  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Infantile  Hemiplegia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eriedreich’s  Ataxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  ...  136 


10.— SCHOOL  BATHS. 

Erom  May  to  September,  under  the  aegis  of  the  Education  Committee, 
24,258  attendances  were  made  by  school  children  during  the  summer  months 
for  instruction. 

I'he  annual  schools  swimming  Gala  in  September  had  to  be  abandoned 
on  account  of  evacuation. 
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n. —PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

The  food  centres  referred  to  in  previous  reports  were  in  operation 
until  31st  August,  1939. 

28,948  dinners  were  served  to  230  children,  including  1,630  for  which 
payment  was  made  by  the  parents,  at  an  average  cost  per  meal  (rent,  wages, 
cleaning,  provisions  and  the  necessary  carting)  of  8.3d. 

Through  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  Scheme  for  the  supply  of  milk  in 
schools,  3,750  children  received  one-third  of  a  pint  of  milk  each  day  at  a 
cost  of  one  half-penny  per  day. 


12.— EMPLOYMENT  OF  YOUNG  PERSONS  AND  CHILDREN. 

75  children  were  examined  during  the  year  with  the  following  results  : — 

Certificates  granted  permitting  employment  out  of  school  hours...  66 

Certificates  granted  conditionally  upon  necessary  treatment  being 

obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Certificates  granted  permitting  appearance  in  entertainments  ...  7 

Certificates  refused  on  the  ground  that  employment  out  of  school 

hours  would  be  detrimental  to  health  or  education  ...  ...  0 


13.— CO-OPERATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

AND  THE  lUVENILE  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

Frequent  contact  between  the  two  departments  has  been  maintained  as 
in  previous  years. 


14.— CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  of  1,179  parents  at  the  routine  inspec¬ 
tions  in  schools  and  of  2,871  attendances  of  parents  at  the  school  clinics 
illustrates  the  co-operation  which  is  maintained.  The  preventive  and 
educational  aims  of  the  service  are  prominently  brought  to  the  notice  of 
parents  on  these  occasions. 


15.— CO-OPERATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  co-operation  of  teachers  in  the  interests  of  their  pupils  is  greatly 
valued  and  has  at  all  times  been  readily  evinced.  The  service  is  under  a  very 
real  obligation  to  the  teachers  for  the  assistance  they  have  constantly  given. 
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16.— CO-OPERATION  OF  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS. 

School  Attendance  Officers  have  established  themselves  as  a  valuable 
liaison  between  the  home,  the  school  and  the  school  medical  officer.  They 
have  repeatedly  shown  that  they  are  not  concerned  exclusively  with  school 
attendance,  but  with  the  best  interest  of  the  childs  health  and  education. 
The  Senior  Attendance  Officer  has  again,  at  the  sacrifice  of  personal  leisure, 
been  of  direct  service  to  the  children  and  has  done  much  to  maintain  the 
interest  of  the  parents  in  the  aims  of  the  school  medical  service. 

17.— CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  Stretford  Civic  Guild  of  Help,  the  Surgical  Aid  Society,  the  Invalid 
Children’s  Aid  Association  and  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  and  the  recently  formed  Stretford  Committee  of  the 
Cripples’  Help  Society  have  all  co-operated  with  the  School  Medical 
Department. 


18.— BLIND)  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

The  total  number  of  deaf  children  maintained  in  Institutions  by  the 
Authority  is  6,  at  the  Royal  Schools  for  the  Deaf,  Old  Trafford. 

One  blind  child  who  is  also  mentally  defective  is  not  suitable  for  instruc¬ 
tion  in  a  special  school. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  (NOTIFICATION  OF  CHILDREN) 

REGULATIONS,  1928. 

Statement  of  the  Number  of  Children  Notified  during  the  Year 
ENDED  31st  December,  1939,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to 

The  Local  Mental  Deficiency  Authority. 


Total  number  of  children  notified  :  3 


Diagnosis 


(i)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 
benefit  from  instruction  in  a  Special  School  : 

(a)  Idiots  . . . 

(b)  Imbeciles  . 

(c)  Others  . . 

(ii)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a  Special 

School  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of 
other  children  ; 

(a)  Moral  defectives  . 

(b)  Others  . 


Girls 


2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a  Special 

School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16  . 

3.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  under  Article  3,  i.  e. 

“  special  circumstances  ”  cases  . 

Note. — No  child  should  be  notified  under 
Article  3  until  the  Board  have  issued 
a  formal  certificate  (Form  308M)  to 
the  Authority  . 


4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally  defective 

were  blind  or  deaf  . 

Note. — No  blind  or  deaf  child  should  be 
notified  without  reference  to  the 
Board — see  Article  2,  proviso  (ii). 


Grand  Total 


3 


STRETFORD  EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 


For  the  Year  1939 
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TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


A. — Routine  Medicau  Inspections 
Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  (up  to  July,  1939): — 

Entrant*?  4-QS 

Second  Age  Group  .  464 

Third  Age  Group  .  317 

Total  197o 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  .  182 

Grand  Total  .  1461 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections 


3111 


TABLE  II. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS,  up  to  31st  August,  1939. 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

Sub-normal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

% 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants 

498 

58 

11-65 

418 

83-94 

22 

4-42 

— 

— 

Second  Age  Group... 

464 

53 

11-42 

363 

78-23 

48 

10-34 

— 

— 

Third  Age  Group  . . . 

317 

51 

16-08 

241 

76-02 

25 

7-89 

— 

— 

Other  Routine 

Inspections  . . . 

182 

17 

9-34 

143 

78-57 

21 

11-54 

1 

0-55 

Total  ... 

1461 

179 

12-25 

1165 

79-74 

116 

7-94 

1 

0-07 

25 


TABI.E  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1939. 


TREATMENT  TABEE. 

Group  1. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see 

Group  Vl). 


Disease  or  Defect 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or 
under  treatment  during  the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s^ 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Skin— 

Ringworm-Scalp  . 

— 

— 

— 

Ringworm-Body  . 

3 

— 

3 

Scabies  . 

28 

— 

28 

Impetigo  .* . 

135 

— 

135 

Other  skin  desease  . . . 

105 

2 

107 

Minor  Eye  Defects . 

85 

— 

85 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  II). 

Minor  Ear  Defects  . 

110 

2 

112 

Miscellaneous  . 

669 

13 

682 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.). 

Total  . 

1135 

17 

1152 

26 


TABLE  IV. 

Group  11. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  1.) 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 


Defect  or  Disease 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

otherwise 

Total 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint)  . 

290 

4 

294 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding  those  re¬ 
corded  in  Group  1)  . 

22 

2 

24 

Total  . 

312 

6 

318 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed — 


(a)  Under  the  Authority's  Scheme  .  177 

(b)  Otherwise  .  3 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority's  Scheme  .  176 

(b)  Otherwise  . ' .  3 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects 


Received  Operative  Treatment 


Under  the 
Authority's 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 

(1) 


By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital  Total 

apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2)  (3) 


(I) 

(II) 

(Ill) 

(IV) 

(I) 

(II) 

(Ill) 

(IV) 

(I) 

(ID 

(Ill) 

— 

— 

135 

— 

— 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

152 

Received 

other 

forms  of 

Treatment 

(4) 

(IV) 

— 

29 

Total 

number 

treated 


(5) 


181 


(I)  Tonsils  only.  (II)  Adenoids  only.  (HI)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

(IV)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Croup  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Under  th 

e  Authority’s  Scheme 

1 

Otherwise 

Total 

Number 

Treated 

Residential 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

Residential 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

Non- 

Residential 
Treatment 
at  an 

Orthopaedic 

Clinic 

Residential 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

Residential 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

Non- 

Residential 
Treatment 
at  an 

Orthopaedic 

Clinic 

No.  of 
Children 
Treated 

8 

1 

98 

— 

1 

2 

105 

TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist.  (a)  Routine  age-groups. 


Age . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Number 

— 

50 

45 

57 

58 

65 

81 

104 

103 

Nil 

a563 

b1303 

A  January  to  August.  b  Evacuated  Children 

3^)ecia.ls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Total  (Routine  and  Specials) 

(2)  Found  to  require  treatment  ... 

(3)  Actually  treated 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

(5)  Half  days  devoted  to  1  treatment  ...  493| 

(  Inspection  ...  19  J 

(6)  Fdlmgs  ]  13)  Total 

..  942t 

Temporary  teeth  ...  1837  [ 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  ansesthetics  for  extractions 

Permanent  teeth  ...  1226)  ^  . 

Temporary  teeth  ...  75] 


T emporary  teeth  . . . 

_  .  (  Permanent  teeth 

(7)  Extractions  J  _  , 


(9)  Other  operations 


Total 


...  429 

...  2295 
...  2138 
...  1336 

...  3128 

...  512 

...  1392 

. . .  2779 

...  180 
...  1301 


TABLE  VI. 

Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the 

School  Nurses  ...  3* 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School 

Nurses  ...  10160* 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  177* 

(iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local 

Education  Authority  ...  — . 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  — . 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ...  — . 

’Includes  inspections  at  Schools  in  Reception  Areas  after  September,  19B9. 


